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AUSTRIA IN TOTAL LOCKDOWN 

Austria’s Chancellor Sebastian Kurz declared a lockdown from Nov. 
17, 2020 until December 6, 2020, as an absolute necessity. This 
measure became essential as Austria’s new infection rate per day 
was (based on its population), the highest in the world! This means 
that all schools are closed, and only essential businesses are kept 
open. They do have provisions for students whose parents are 
unable to provide supervision for their children. 

Seit dem 17. November 2020 befindet sich Österreich in einem 
totalen Lockdown. Bundeskanzler Sebastian Kurz erklärte dass 
diese Massnahme vorgenommen werden musste, zumal die 
Neuinfektionen des Corona Viruses an einem Tag, der 
Einwohnerzahl entsprechend, die höchsten in der Welt waren. Das 
heisst dass alle Schulen geschlossen wurden, und nur 
lebensnotwendige Geschäfte offen geblieben sind. Allerdings wurde 
Vorsorge getroffen für solche Kinder, deren Eltern sie nicht 
beaufsichtigen können. 

In this issue: 

-	 Breaking News from  
	 Austria 

-	 Awards here and 
	 there… News  

_	 Burgenlaenders 
	 Honoured and 	
	 Remembered 

_	 Christmas 2020 

_	 Österreich  in totalem 
	 Lockdown 

_	 Auszeichnungen hie  
	 und da… Neues 

_	 Burgenlaender 	
	 werden geehrt und 
	 wir erinnern uns 

–	 Weihnachten 2020

BURGENLAENDERS HONOURED and REMEMBERED … 
BURGENLÄNDER werden geehrt und wir erinnern uns … 

Some time ago, I spoke with one of our dear members who told me that this project is not clear to her.  
Perhaps we did not explain it very well. Let’s try this again: 
In 2021, Burgenland will celebrate its100th anniversary of being part of the Austrian Federation. In 
1921, Burgenland was economically in dire straights, and many Burgenlaenders left for North 
America. 
The government of Burgenland wants to remember and honour them in a registrar that has been 
established. This is the reason why we had asked you to send us names of family and friends who 
were born in Burgenland, and have since passed away. This project was initiated by our  
American “counterparts.” They chose to include the “Canadian” Burgenlaenders as well. An 
exhibition is planned in Eisenstadt and at Burg Schlaining. We have been asked to send any 
memorabilia to Eisenstadt, to have it on display.
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Burgenlaenders cont’d… 

We wrote about this in the Fall Newsletter 2020. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

For the section of this exhibition in Eisenstadt called “Unsere Amerikaner” (they mean Burgenlaenders in North 
America) - in honour of Burgenlaenders who left Burgenland, the government of Burgenland bought a famous painting 
by Gustav Rehberger (*1910 +1995), a native of Riedlingsdorf!! Gustav came as a 13 yr. old to the USA in 1923. On 
a scholarship, he studied art at the Chicago Art Institute. His picture ONE-EYED JACKS, was originally bought by a 
gallery in Hollywood as it served as a template for the ad of the film with Marlon Brando named ONE-EYED JACKS. 
The government of Burgenland wanted this picture to be a focal point of “Unsere Amerikaner.” Imagine, even artists 
from Burgenland made it to Hollywood!!! 

Mr. Adolf Rosner, a beloved and long time member of the Burgenländer Club Toronto, passed 
away unexpectedly on September 23, 2020. Adolf, a native of Jabing, was the husband of 
Anna, the father of Ron (Kim), and the late daughter Heide (Ronnie). Opa will be dearly missed 
by Steven, Danielle, Matthew, and Thomas. Our condolences go to the family. May he rest in 
peace! Unsere aufrichtigste Anteilnahme. Herr gebe ihm die ewige Ruhe! 

NEWS FROM OUR COMMUNITY / NEUES AUS UNSERER GEMEINSCHAFT

December 2020 Page 2

AWARDS…AUSZEICHNUNGEN…AWARDS…AUSZEICHNUNGEN…AWARDS

It is with great pleasure that we report on an award given to 
the president of the Burgenlaendische Gemeinschaft,   
HR Dr. Walter Dujmovits. Hans Peter Doskozil, the governor of 
Burgenland, awarded Walter Dujmovits with one of the eleven 
prizes from the Theodor Kery Foundation (Stiftung).  

Walter Dujmovits was the first historian to scientifically 
research the Burgenland emigration. Congratulations, Walter! 
We are delighted and send our very best wishes.  
Just to clarify:  The Theodor Kery Foundations was set up in 
1976 to support people, projects, or institutions, in their work 
devoted to Burgenland. They give annual prizes to recognize 
people and projects that meet the criteria, and make the 
public aware of the work that was carried out in the interest 
of Burgenland. 

Lieber Walter: Allerherzlichsten Glückwunsch! Wir alle wissen 
wie wahrlich verdient diese Auszeichnung ist, und freuen uns 
für Dich und Helene! Auf dem Photo (v.l.n.r.) sind 
Stiftungsdirektor Mag. Gerbavsits, Helene Dujmovits, HR Dr. 
Walter Dujmovits, und Landeshauptmann Hans Peter 
Doskozil.

Just shortly before we went to print, we heard 
of an award bestowed upon 
HR. Mag. Martin Zsifkovits of Stinatz; by the 
Bishop of Eisenstadt, Dr. Aegidius Zsifkovits. 
Martin Zsifkovits, received the Order of St. 
Martin - the highest church award given by the 
Dioceze of  Eisenstadt. Congratulations! 

Najsrdračnije čestitamo! Svi Gradišćanci se 
veselu s Vami. 
P.S. HR Zsifkovits writes the Croatian column in 
the quarterly magazine of the 
Burgenländische Gemeinschaft. 



 

    

 more AWARDS …mehr AUSZEICHNUNGEN … more AWARDS

Roy Norman Perl, with his wife Julie 

The 
pandemic has 

made life difficult for 
many of us. May we 

suggest  to please patronize 
establishments that have been 

helpful to us in the past. Please call 
them first as rules and restrictions 

are ever changing: 

THE OLD COUNTRY INN 
(905) 477- 2715 

JC BANQUET HALL 
(416) 290- 6186 

APRICOT TREE CAFE 
(905) 855- 1470 
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Helga Marie Graf 

Sylvia Baliko

Adolf Graf

Bernadette Toner

Our awards are a bit different in nature. The Burgenlaender Cub 
Toronto wanted to recognize individuals who are NOT board 
members; yet their contribution is/was absolutely remarkable. 

SYLVIA BALIKO, a long time member, sailed into our midst and is 
truly a breath of fresh air. She took over as our Facebook page 
administrator, and is helpful whenever called upon. Sylvia also 
organized our first Austrian Meet-Up. 

HELGA GRAF has been a board member for a number of years, but 
she remains an incredible source of information. She always has 
great ideas and is willing to share them. Helga is part of the election 
committee. 

ADOLF GRAF is a former Board member. In addition, he was also a 
very competent treasurer. Although Adolf is the other half of the 
Graf union, we wanted to recognize him separately as he 
contributes in his own way.   

BERNADETTE TONER was for decades, on the Board of Directors.  
She knows Club business more than anyone. Bernadette 
remains involved by overseeing the scholarship applications, and 
assists with the election process.  

ROY NORMAN PERL has been a lifelong member, thanks to the 
support of his parents. At one time, Roy was president of the Club! 
For years, Roy has organized the games at the picnic. Many times, 
parents and grandparents have told us that they attend the picnic 
specifically for the games. 

There are others who contribute on a regular basis. We are 
however, unable to award everyone who contributes with an 
award. Thank you for your continued dedication and service. 
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More News from Burgenland  … 

CROWDFUNDING what is it? Was ist das??? 
In the past, whenever anyone opened a business in Burgenland, funding was usually acquired from a bank.  
Now, a new way of financing has been established called “CROWDFUNDING.” This English term is also used in 
German. It is a new way of financing, whereby ordinary citizens contribute to the funding of a new business. 
The ZICKENTALER BRAUEREI was established with the help of crowdfunding. 

To remain with new business practices, we have to tell you of a HEURIGER in Neuberg (Nova Gora), Burgenland, 
called RASTOK KONRAD TO GO. Because of the pandemic, gatherings of larger proportions are not allowed. 
For this reason, you may order from the Konrad family online (they usually have the HEURIGER in their house). 
You can choose what you would like for your “Jause”: wine, sandwiches, “Aufstrich”, and fabulous desserts. 
When the order is ready to be picked up from Rastok Konrad To Go, an email goes to the customer, who then 
picks up the order. We saw the operation of this HEURIGER on television, and it looked so scrumptious that we 
wished we could have been there to pick up our own order. 

VIDEO: On Oct.18, 2020, in the presence of the Vice Chancellor of Austria, Werner Kugler, a bilingual video 
about two resistance fighters from Burgenland was released in Grosswarasdorf. The video deals with Hanna 
Sturm from Klingenbach, and Kaethe Sasso from Nebersdorf; who, as young women, opposed the Nazi regime, 
and paid dearly for their beliefs.  

BOOK LAUNCH: A new book, EINFACH WEG by Gerhard Baumgartner and Herbert Brettl, was introduced in 
Podersdorf/See. The book is a non-fiction account of the ROMA in Burgenland who suffered immensely under the 
Nazi Regime. The ROMA have had legal permission to live in Burgenland since 1674. From 1939 until the end of 
the war, almost all of them disappeared. Only 10% of the ROMA in Burgenland survived. A beautiful 
commemorative park is in Lackenbach. It carries the slogan: SIE MUSSTEN LEIDEN UND STERBEN NUR WEIL 
SIE ANDERS WAREN (They had to suffer and die only because they were different). 

COMMEMORATIONS: Along those lines, in various locations in Burgenland, commemorative plaques were 
mounted (e.g.  in Oberwart and Oberpullendorf). The population would like to acknowledge the injustices that 
were carried out in Burgenland (while Austria was part of Germany). At a special commemorative ceremony in 
Pinkafeld, a square was named: PLATZ DER ERINNERUNG, right beside the War Memorial. 

 To all our members and friends: 
A joyful Christmas season,  

love, good health and happiness 
for the New Year! 

Frohe und gesegnete Weihnachten und ein 
gutes, gesundes Neues Jahr! 

Blagoslova pun i miran Božić i srićno i 
zdravo Novo Ljeto! 

Kellemes karácsonyi ünnepeket és boldog új 
évet! 

Burgenländer Club Toronto 
   Editor: Eva Hergovich(905) 826-7986

Christmas 
Craft 

by Stefan  
Kodnar 
Unter-

pullendorf 

Stefan 
Kodnar aus 

Unter-
pullendorf 
hat diese 
Krippe  

angefertigt.




